It's Your Future Calling...

A Career Exploration Webquest

for 4th grade
INTRODUCTION:  

[image: image3..pict]You're riding your skateboard down the sidewalk, minding your own business, when you hear a ringing noise coming from the phone booth at the next corner. As you roll onward, the ringing becomes more insistent, like it's ringing just for you. You hit a stone on the sidewalk and your skateboard skids to a stop right in front of the phone! 
Tentatively, you reach out and grasp the receiver. "Hello?" you hesitantly speak into the mouthpiece. 
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"Geez, what took you so long to answer? I thought you'd never hit that stone and pick up the phone!" 

 "Who is this?" you ask with curiosity. 

     "I know you won't believe this, but I'm you 20 years in the future!  You've got to listen to me! I need your help and you are the only one who can save me. I've got a miserable job and I hate where I live. You've got to research careers and find one that you can be happy with so that I will be content in the future," says the voice of future you in a rush of explanation.

     "Wow!" you whisper to yourself. "I had never thought about how a job would make me happy or how I might have to live somewhere besides with Mom and Dad."

TASK:  

In order to save yourself a lot of grief and unhappiness in the future, you will take an interest survey and research occupations that appeal to you. Armed with that valuable information, you will compare salaries across the United States with those in your home area to determine an area in which you might like to live. Finally, you will create a report to give to your future self that explains the profession you have chosen.

PROCESS:  

1.  CLICK ON THE PICTURE BELOW TO LEARN ABOUT YOUR FUTURE CAREER: 



2. [image: image5..pict]Still not sure?  Click on the words and print out the surveys to learn a little bit more. 


3. Using the information you have discovered, you will research different careers using the Internet links in the resource section. You may also use an encyclopedia or a real live person who has a job that you are interested in! A checklist of things to look for when researching the careers can be found by clicking  

4.  When you have finished your research, use Inspiration software to create a graphic organizer of what you have discovered. Make sure to include the following:

· name of the career

· tools or equipment needed

· one positive thing about the career

· one negative thing about the career

· work environment

· work schedule

· education required

· salary/wages

5.  Use your graphic organizer to create a 3 – 5 paragraph report describing your future job and why you chose it.  Be sure to include all of the information from your checklist and graphic organizer!

6. Strangely enough, similar situations are occurring with your classmates! They will all be researching to assist their future selves also. When all of your classmates have completed their reports, you will be going out to a business lunch with classmates who have chosen careers that are similar to your own! You will discuss the pros and cons of your job. Remember your table manners!

RESOURCES:   

1. Do you know someone who currently has the career you are interested in?  You may interview them to find out more!

2. Check out our library for any books on your career. 

3. Use the following links to research your career choices.

· BLS Career Information
· Career Zone
4. Use the link below to research what you would make depending on where you lived.  Use this information to decide where it would be best for you to live, based on your new career.

$alary Calculator
EVALUATION:  

Use the checklist to be sure to include all the information that you will need to avert the disaster that prompted the phone call in the first place. You will be graded on your graphic organizer, rough draft, the mechanics of your paper, the content of your report, and your participation in the business lunch.[image: image2.png]









