Preparing an Abstract and Reflection
An abstract is a summary or synopsis of an article in a journal or magazine.  The purpose of preparing an abstract is to acquaint you with scientific literature, expose you to current topics in biology, and refine your scientific writing skills.
Choosing an Article: Articles may be chosen and copied from science journals, newspapers, or magazines. Articles may be taken from the internet, but you must print the article to highlight and turn in. The article should describe a recent (within the past 3 months) discovery that relates to a topic we have recently covered, or will cover.
Special Instructions:

· As you read the article, highlight the important information to be summarized in your abstract.
· A copy of your highlighted article must be included with your abstract.
· Your paper must be typed and include your name, block and the date in the header.

· The citation of the article, in journal format, should appear at the top of the page.
· Ex: J.R. Buchan and R. Parker, 2007. The two faces of miRNA. Science. 318:1877.  
· Abstracts must be no more that 120 words in length.
· Your abstract should state the problem/question, review the data, and summarize the conclusion of the article.
· An abstract does NOT contain any personal opinion, reflection, etc., just the facts.
· You should include a several sentence, separate reflection at the bottom of the page.  Please be thoughtful and creative about the MEANING of the article.  “I liked this article.  It was cool.” IS NOT an acceptable reflection. 
